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 The best

downtowns

Remember when urban know-it-alls were
telling us that malls would doom suburban
downtowns? Well, many are doing better than
ever. Werate thebest:

Evanston.Who needs downtown Chicago?

Evanston residents have on their doorsteps
movie theaters, bookstores, new and used
record stores, and their own symphony; not to
mention choice live theater and music venues.
Spend a day browsing in Bookman’s Alley,
rocking at Reckless Records and sipping latte
at the coffee joint Kafein, and you won’t miss
the city abit. : :

Hinsdale. From super-hot Salbute to Cor-

ner Bakery, this picturesque shopping area
has just the right mix of chains, family-owned
small businesses and tchotchke shops; in fact,
the last of those is something of a Hinsdale
specialty. You could devote a week visiting
Hinsdale’s seemingly endless array of home-
accessories stores —Robin’s Egg Blue, French
Toast and the rest— and still not see every sin-
gle fringed pillow.

Highland Park. Remember when you used

to go into the city to find quality, independ-
ent films? In the “urbanization” that’s taken
place here, there are two theaters — Renais-
sance Place and Highland Park — offering a
half-dozen such films any night of the week,
plus a good selection of shops and restau-
rants. The live entertainment at Port Clinton
Square also is part of the draw.

LaGrange. Dining options here have ex-

panded nicely, and quirky stores such as
the British Shop and Candy Blossoms coexist
with chains like Trader Joe’s and Corner Bak-
ery On weekends, the restaurant scene is such
a draw that the city subsidizes a valet parking
program for hungry visitors. Recently, town
bigwigs have been considering building a
multilevel parking deck behind City Hall.

St.Charles. St. Charles is a change from the

usual suburban downtown where quaint
shopping streets are sliced by railroad tracks:

FRIDAY
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Its focal point is a gleaming, pedestrian-friend-
ly bridge that crosses the Fox River. The traffic
on North Avenue can be a little nuts, but park-
ing isn’t a problem, and the antique shops and
restaurants are worth the trip. Here’s hoping
somebody comes along and reopens the beau-
tifully restored (but sadly vacant) Hotel Baker.

Oak Park. This bustling junior Evanston is

fast catching up to its suburban role model,
but what makes Oak Park different is that
there are ... fewer Northwestern students. But
seriously, house prices are shooting skyward
here, and it’s easy to see why — with bustling
shopping areas and easy “L” access, you could
make the argument that Oak Park is just
Lakeview for people who want bigger back

Naperville. If it weren’t a suburb, it would be

a theme park. It’s got great upscale shopping
(too upscale?), good restaurants (and a Heaven
on Seven outpost is on the way), and on week-
ends, there’s such a crowd (too crowded?) that
the police enforce a no-cruising ordinance
(which bans meandering drivers, not alterna-
tive lifestyles). Once you’re done with all that,
the beautiful river walk is like sensory Prozac.

(tie) Homewood and Flossmoor. We could-

n’t decide between these south suburban
stalwarts, so we made if a tie. Homewood’s vi-
brant downtown — home of the always-hop-
ping flagship Aurelio’s Pizza location — has
long been a model for other villages hoping to
emulate its cozy charm. And Chicagoans who
think there is no life south of the Water Tower
should check out Flossmoor: With its Tudor-
style buildings and picturesque train station
(which houses the excellent and aptly named
Flossmoor Station brewery), it is the very epit-
ome of “cute.” Insiders know that across from
that train station is a day spa with a to-die-for
hot rocks massage.

’IODowners Grove. Five years ago, the idea of

heading to downtown Downers Groveona
weekend evening would have been some kind
of joke, unless you were heading to the Tivoli
Theater for amovie. Since then, the downtown
streets have been ripped up and redone, a mul-
titier parking garage is in the works and sever-
al solid restaurants have opened (with more on

the way). By next sumimer, downtown D.G.,
Loughttobebooming.
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Project Code: 1325588

RETAIL TRADE POTENTIAL
Prepared For: FIRST DEVELOPMENT CORP.

Order #: 962610338

Type: Radius 4946-52 MAIN ST Site: 01
Coord: 41.7978 -88.0106 DOWNERS GROVE, IL
.50 Mile 1.00 Mile 1.50 Mile
Description Radius Pct. Radius Pct. Radius Pet.
Total Retail Sales $91,586,025 $266,383,982 $523,387,420
Apparel and Accessory Stores $5,567,711 6.08% $16,304,289 6.12% $32,047,976 6.12%
Automotive Dealers $25,594,521 27.95% $74,571,171 27.99% $146,663,858 28.02%
Automotive and Home Supply Stores $511,641 0.56% $1,484,992 0.56% $2,923232 0.56%
Drug and Proprietary Stores $4,533,860 4.95% $13,237,219 4.97% $26,070,706 4.98%
Eating and Drinking Places $7,580,366 8.28% $22,178,154 8.33% $43,655,042 8.34%
Food Stores $9,705,092 10.60% $28,246,327 10.60% $55,587,049 10.62%
Furniture and Home Furnishings Stores $2,907,077 3.17% $8,508,298 3.19% $16,739,526 3.20%
Home Appliance, Radio, and T.V. Stores $3,091,996 3.38% $9,022,871 3.39% $17,719,448 3.39%
Gasoline Service Stations $5,072,997 5.54% $14,746,911 554% $29,025,965 5.55%
General Merchandise $10,745,907 11.73% $31,195,041 11.71% $61,328,604 11.72%
Department Stores $10,095,814 11.02% $29,358,782 11.02% $57,744,703 11.03%
(Including Leased Depts.)
Hardware, Lumber and Garden Stores $4,401,452 4.81% $12,784,400 4.80% $25,130,418 4.80%
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BUSINESS-FACTS: DAYTIME EMPLOYMENT
Prepared For: FIRST DEVELOPMENT CORP.
Project Code: 1325588

Order #: 962610338

Type: Radius 4946-52 MAIN ST Site: 02
Coord: 41.7978 -88.0106 DOWNERS GROVE, IL
.50 Mile Radius
Business Employment By Type # Businesses # Employees # Emp/Bus
Total Businesses 471 3,781 8
Retail Trade 76 581 8
Home Improvement Stores 1 5 5
General Merchandise Stores 0 0 0
Food Stores 9 55 6
Auto Dealers and Gas Stations 0 0 0
Apparel and Accessory Stores 5 18 4
Furniture and Home Furnishings 7 30 4
Eating and Drinking Places 18 312 17
Miscellaneous Retail Stores 36 161 4
Finance-Insurance-Real Estate 54 412 8
Banks, Saving and Lending Institutions 6 154 26
Securities Brokers and Investments 6 16 3
Insurance Carriers and Agencies 24 84 4
Real Estate-Trust-Holding Co 18 158 9
Services 248 1,470 6
Hotels and Lodging 2 11 6
Personal Services 40 199 5
Business Services 63 392 6
Motion Picture and Amusement 13 62 5
Health Services 49 279 6
Legal Services 29 84 3
Education Services 11 173 16
Social Services 11 49 4
Other Services 30 221 7
Agriculture 2 18 9
Mining 0 0 0
Construction 19 97 5
Manufacturing 30 517 17
Transportation, Communication/Public Utilities 12 338 28
Wholesale Trade 17 122 7
Government 13 226 17
Daytime Population 3,781
Daytime Population/Businesses 8
Residential Population 4,507
Residential Population/Businesses 10
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POP-FACTS: DEMOGRAPHIC QUICK FACTS
Prepared For: FIRST DEVELOPMENT CORP

Project Code: Order #: 962612939
Type: Radius 4946-52 MAIN ST Site: 01
Coord: 41.7978 -88.0106 DOWNERS GROVE, IL
.50 Mile 1.00 Miie 1.50 Mile
Description Radius Pct. Radius Pct. Radius Pct.
Population
2008 Projection 4,631 13,445 26,760
2003 Estimate 4,541 13,477 27,030
2000 Census 4,502 13,530 27,271
1990 Census 4,381 13,455 27,456
Growth 1990 - 2000 : 2.76% 0.56% -0.67%
Households
2008 Projection 1,943 5,555 10,903
2003 Estimate 1,901 5,527 10,888
2000 Census 1,881 5,518 10,903
1990 Census 1,857 5,480 10,762
Growth 1990 - 2000 1.29% 0.69% 1.31%
2003 Est. Population by Single Classification Race 4,541 13,477 27,030
‘White Alone 4347 95.73% 12,853 95.37% 25,605 94.73%
Black or African American Alone 47 1.04% 120 0.89% 259 0.96%
American Indian and Alaska Native Alone 4 0.09% 15 0.11% 36 0.13%
Asian Alone 49 1.08% 238 1.77% 611 2.26%
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander Alone 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 1 0.00%
Some Other Race Alone 60 132% 127 0.94% 245 091%
Two or More Races 35 077% 125 0.93% 273 1.01%
2003 Est. Population Hispanic or Latino 4,541 13,477 27,030
Hispanic or Latino 138  3.04% 371 2.75% 820 3.03%
Not Hispanic or Latino 4,403 96.96% 13,105 97.24% 26,210 96.97%
2003 Tenure of Occupied Housing Units* 1,901 5,527 10,888
Owner Occupied 1,275 67.07% 4223 76.41% 8,659 79.53%
Renater Occupied 626 32.93% 1,304 23.59% 2,229 20.47%
2003 Average Household Size 237 243 247
2003 Est. Households by Household Income 1,901 5,527 10,888
Income Less than $15,000 199 10.47% 410 7.42% 738 6.78%
Income $15,000 - $24,999 137 721% 341 6.17% 745 6.84%
Income $25,000 - $34,999 163 8.57% 505 9.14% 916 841%
Income $35,000 - $49,999 186 9.78% 599 10.84% 1,275 11.71%
Income $50,000 - $74,999 281 14.78% 1,053 19.05% 2,166 19.89%
Income $75,000 - $99,999 308 16.20% 855 1547% 1,728 15.87%
Income $100,000 - $149,999 395 20.78% 1,061 19.20% 2,039 18.73%
Income $150,000 - $249,999 179 9.42% 503 9.10% 925 8.50%
Income $250,000 - $499,999 38 2.00% 138  2.50% 254 233%
Income $500,000 and over 15 0.79%% 61 1.10% 103 0.95%
2003 Est. Average Household Income $86,829 $90,259 $88,246
2003 Est. Median Household Income $73,582 $71,549 $70,431
2003 Est. Per Capita Income $36,580 $37,122 $35,622
*In contrast to Claritas Demographic Estimates, "smoothed" data items are Census 2000 tables made consistent with
current year estimated and 5 year projected base counts.
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